Friends of Judy Woods =%
Newsletter Summer 2022 s

Once again, dear members, you can read inside this edition about the many and varied things that are
going on in Judy Woods.
The work carried out by the Practical Tasks Group (PTG) can be divided into several categories. They
include -
1 Tidying up natural mess. This includes removing dangerous or inconveniently situated fallen tree
parts and vegetation, as well as the continuing fight against Himalayan Balsam. The good news about
the latter is that the places we have concentrated on for several years are currently almost free of
the dreaded weed.
2 Emptying the litter bins. If it were only litter that was deposited in the bins it would still be a
task that group members wouldn't be fighting for. However, we also make the bins available for dog
poo bags and the regular PTG members who empty them on a Wednesday morning have our greatest
appreciation - but from a distancel!
3 On-going replacements - "wear and tear”. Current items include replacing several of the ninety-
nine steps in Royds Hall Great Wood. We have recently cleaned up all the concrete marker stones in
RHGW and repaired and replaced some of them.
4 Access improvements. Over the years the PTG have installed several lots of steps, made short
stretches of new paths, and built footbridges over ditches. This work has greatly assisted users of
the woods to walk more safely and in less muddy conditions.
5 Special projects. Some of the above work has taken up many person-hours and have been special
projects. Our current one is the development of "Judy's cottage and garden” area. We are aiming for
it to be used as an educational site, where children can learn about Judy and the woods.
6 Litter picking and fly tipping removal. Like the rest of the country our woods suffer from litter,
including dog poo bags. It is a mystery to millions of people why dog walkers spend time cleaning up
the mess and then leave the non-degradable bag behind, sometimes hanging from a tree.
7 Rebuilding walls. Our botanical nemesis, as already mentioned, is balsam. Our human ones are
those people who break down walls. In particular, quad bikers and motor bike riders who gain access
to the woodland through sheer vandalism and churn up the ground and ruin the flora and vegetation.
We are fortunate to have two dry stone wallers on the PTG, who have a lot of patience.

Geoff Twentyman (Chairman)

P.S. For the first time that anyone can remember dragonflies have been spotted in the woods.
Watch this space!
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Blackcap

In recent weeks we have been spending time
restoring Judy's garden and very often we have
been serenaded by the beautiful song of the
blackcap, one of the most melodious of British
birds. Blackcaps are summer migrants from
South Africa (although an increasing small
number do over winter here) and like to nest in
brambles and similar dense vegetation. About
the size of a sparrow, the male has a
distinctive black cap and the female and young
a light brown cap. They are attractive birds in
their own right but it is their song which gives
this bird its special place in many bird lovers'
hearts.

Sally's Report on the First Event Since COVID Lockdown

Our first event for over two years took place on a beautiful, sunny Spring afternoon. We were
rewarded with an excellent turnout of 18 participants who enjoyed a leisurely stroll through our
woods taking in all that the season has to offer. At the start of the walk Stuart Tordoff gave a
brief introduction on work that had been undertaken by our Practical Task Group over the past few
months. Then as we progressed showed us the newly erected tree plaques which have been placed
throughout the woods identifying the different types of frees that grow here. Although
predominantly a beech wood, we actually have over 30 different tree species and it is hoped that
these plaques will encourage visitors to take in some of this diversity. Leaves were already
beginning to appear on the hawthorn and there was an excellent showing of wood anemones up High
Fernley - even a couple of early flowering bluebells put in an appearance for us. Birdsong was ever
present. Robin and grey wagtail were seen, a woodpecker was heard drumming and nuthatch could be
heard calling. A visit to Judy's Garden was made on our way down to the bridge where the group
were updated on the findings from a recent beck monitoring that had taken place. One of the
results had been especially poor, so resampling will be required and it is hoped that we can give
further updates on this as information becomes available. A thoroughly enjoyable afternoon was
had by all with some rewarding sightings. Many thanks to Stuart for his input.

Bird of the Season - Blackcap

Stump Fires & Fire Notices
The felling of diseased trees and the high winds in early Spring brought down weakened trees,
this has resulted in stumps and thick tree boughs at ground level. In some cases these had been
set alight or have been the site of impromptu barbecues. The attendance of the Fire Brigade
was heeded in some instances. The council have put up notices banning the use of fire in the
woods, whether the perpetrators will take any heed of these is a matter of speculation. The dry
periods we are experiencing at present are an open invitation to such breaches of the council
rules.

Railway Sleepers - 99 steps
The work on the 99 steps, mentioned in the last newsletter, has temporarily halted. We have
turned over a number of railway sleeper steps to create a better/safer front edge but have
discovered that in some cases the new front edge is no improvement. The council were contacted
and they sourced and delivered 2 railway sleepers. These were supplied full length so needed to
be cut in half to use on the steps. Stuart D came to the container site with his chain saw and
safety kit and accomplished the job speedily with the help of Brian & Ian.



Dead Roe Deer
The carcass of a roe deer was found at the entrance to the container site on Station Road. It
had a piece of antler sticking out of its stomach, so it appears it was the result of a violent
disagreement between two deer. The council were informed and the carcase was removed.

b S L g | ' g We have a continual
| ‘ problem with damage
to stone walls. John
and Kevin, of the
walling team, helped
by some of the new
PTG members have an
ongoing task to keep
our walling in place.
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Cutting Stone Slab into 2 Steps

Walls and paths are being reconstructed in the area
surrounding Judy's garden. We had a large flat piece
of stone paving on the Station Road site, too large and
too heavy to move. Stuart T volunteered a friend to
come over with a Stihl saw and cut it in half. Peter
came with his fruck and took it down High Fernley
Road as far as the barrier. Stuart T and Ian then
used the heavy duty truck to wheel them individually
down to the workers at the cottage. These were then
positioned on the steps & path by Denis and his team
to improve access.

Woodside Workers
Sally, Joyce, Catherine & Sue with occasionally others continue to work predominantly from the
Woodside end. Along with their litter picking activities they have found a particularly difficult
balsam area, one of the few we have found. Not difficult because of its location next to the path
under the pylons, but surrounded by and incorporated in nettles & thistles. They have had some
help from the Station Road end with the balsam but as I report it is still not eradicated to our
satisfaction.

Friends of Judy Woods AGM 2022
The AGM was as usual at Wyke Methodist Church on Thursday 7+h April. Melvin Wood from the
Calder River Trust gave a presentation on river fly monitoring. All the officials and members
present at the Committee meeting had agreed to stand for re-election, and were all voted in.
Tina Alston & John Waterman, who had been observers at previous committee meetings, were
added as new committee members.

Events Programme Dates For Your Diary
Friday 16™ September 7.00pm Bat Walk - meet Ian Butterfield at the Harold Club for an
introductory talk before heading into the woods.
Saturday 15™ October 1.30pm Fungi Walk - meet Stuart Tordoff & Sally Tetlow at the Station
Road entrance.
Please check our website for further information or possible amendments to times & dates.



Branch Manager
Overhanging branches are an ongoing issue. The =
picture shows Stuart D a metfre up the side of a tree
having just removed an overhanging branch with his
"Magic Saw". This was close to the well area adjacent
to Judy's cottage.

Container Site

The owners of the container site are installing more
and more containers in the lot. Every week more units
appear, particularly in the last few months - are they
breeding! Must be the warm weather.

The owners are an events company, and COVID
prevented some or all events. In order fo generate an
on going monthly income they decided to install
containers and rent them out. There is plenty of |
space available on the site for even morel! G el

Container Site - Now Electrified
Event Equipment Hire, the owners of the site where we store the container, have very kindly
installed electricity. In early July the installation was completed, so we now have mains in the
container. We will now be able to purchase battery operated tools and have the ability to
recharge them on site.
There has been a lot of humorous speculation over the months about having a sandwich maker,
microwave, espresso machine etc. and even obtaining some picnic chairs and table. Speculation
aside, a kettle will be our first and possibly only other acquisition. It was so kind of EEH to fit
the power point, we are grateful fo Phil and his team for arranging the installation We don't
propose to abuse their generosity.

The Annual Balsam Bash

11 volunteers turned out for our balsam bash on Saturday 9™ July. Our work in previous years
and earlier on this year had reduced the available balsam. There is still some on the more severe
slopes, difficult to reach without using the climbing rope and safety harness. Areas of activity
include areas adjacent to the beck upstream from the mineral line, the horse field to the left of
Judy Bridge, the top end of Judy's field, the path adjacent to the farmer's field and the field
itself. 10 volunteers retired for food and refreshments afterwards, rounding off a busy morning
with a pleasant social meet up. Places where there was previously a significant presence now
have sparse or no infestation. We still have to be vigilant, the seeds can remain dormant for at
least 2 seasons before springing to life again.

Snippets
More tree ID plaques were fitted, look out for them particularly around the Station Road
entrances and in the area around the junction of Royds Hall Lane and High Fernley Road.
The damaged stile on the Mineral Line was repaired with the help of the farmer.
The QR Post at the stile leading to the Mineral Line in the farmer's field was reinstated.
Five trees were re-guarded in Judy's Field.
The river fly sampling continues on a regular basis, Geoff, Mary & Sally are the main participants.

It is a super time of the year to enjoy our woods so please come and encourage friends and
family to visit also. See you in the woods.
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