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Chairman's Summer 2026 Report

Hello everyone,

This summer review of the Friends of Judy Woods highlights the value of voluntary work,
not only for local organisations and the wider community, but also for the volunteers who give
their time and enjoy sharing it with like-minded friends. We may start by using skills
developed in paid work, but new projects often help us gain fresh abilities and knowledge,
sometimes so gradually that we hardly notice.

How does this take shape in the work of the Friends of Judy Woods?

The PTG involves a wide range of physical tasks, from gentle litter-picking walks to lifting
and carrying heavy materials such as fallen branches, planks and stones. It also helps
volunteers build practical skills through new projects and repair work. Several members have
become adept at constructing steps, rebuilding walls and dealing with damaged free
branches. Some tasks also call for careful thought, planning and risk assessment.

Alongside these physical skills, we have developed a strong understanding of the woods' flora
and fauna. Through our own research and support from local experts, we have identified and
recorded trees, flowers, fungi, birds and bats. Some of us now recognise the tiny larvae
found in the stream bed through regular river-fly sampling for the Calder Rivers Trust,
where larval numbers help indicate water quality. And, of course, we have all learned how to
tackle the dreaded Himalayan Balsam.

One member has built up extensive knowledge of the woods' history and has shared it
through talks to groups both near and far. Another has drawn on archaeological expertise to
investigate parts of the woods and reveal more of their past.

Volunteering can be demanding and ftime-consuming, but I am sure our active members find it
rewarding. We are not only giving something back to the community but also gaining skills and
knowledge that are not always immediately obvious. Learning how to apply for grants is one
example; another is simply learning to work well together, whether on a PTG project or while
providing food at our Christmas event. We would be delighted to have you join us.

Geoff Twentyman (Chairman)

Mailing address

FoJW c/o Linda Paul, 10 Winterton Drive, “w"éy — City of

Bradford BD12 OUX Telephone ﬁ BR ADFORD
Mary & Geoff on 01274 673274 ~;. ERe-. METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COUNCII

email info@ judywoods.orqg.uk.

Website www. judywoods.org.uk
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2026 Events Programme

The Friends of Judy Woods (FoJW) have now completed our Spring 2026 events and show
below the remaining programme of events planned for the latter part of 2026. These events
offer a range of activities suitable for all ages and abilities. These occasions are an excellent
opportunity to socialise and meet new friends.

Balsam Bash (Date to be arranged)
Balsam Bashing - Station Road entrance, off Huddersfield Road, Wyke BD12 8LA for a
morning of balsam bashing followed by lunch.

Friday 18th September 7.00pm
Bat Walk - meet Ian Butterfield at the Woodside Village Centre, 82 Fenwick Drive,
Woodside, Bradford BD6 2RZ.

Saturday 17th October 1.30pm
Fungi Walk - meet Sally Tetlow at the top of Sowden Lane, Norwood Green, HX3 8QR.
where we will be joined by our in our quest by experts John Gavaghan and Nick Kirby.

Monday 28th December 1.00pm
Seasonal Winter Walk - A chance to walk off those Christmas calories - meet Sally
Tetlow at the Old White Beare, for a woodland stroll followed by refreshments.

Additional details will be made available nearer the dates or for further information
please ring 01274 673274 or email info@judywoods.org.uk or visit our website
www. judywoods.orqg.uk

Peter's Surprise 90™ Birthday Celebration

We were all very pleased to offer a special congratulations
to one of our long-serving members Peter Todd on a his very
special birthday. Taking advantage of our end of month “wet
your whistle” day 40 plus friends assembled at the Old
White Beare to mark the occasion. As a special gift in
recognition of Peter's long service, we awarded him the
prestigious FoJW Golden Litter Picker.



http://www.judywoods.org.uk/�

Past Friends Kevin Walker Dry Stone Wall Builder

On Thursday 28™ May, several members attended a gy«
memorial event for our late colleague Kevin Walker a :
much-valued member of our Wednesday morning
Practical Tasks Group (PTG). He often worked with
John Waterman and others rebuilding drystone walls
and was always ready for the next challenge.

Many of us were unaware of Kevin's involvement with
Sapgate Gardens in Thornton, where the event was
held and where we helped plant a tree in his memory.
Tucked away near the Bronté cottage on Market
Streetf, the site was an overgrown dumping ground dc 7 :
until local residents gained council permission to furn it into ‘rhe community garden it is
today. The website is well worth a look and a credit to the unpaid volunteers who run it,

Interwoven Beech Hedging

As a result of the beech pulling activity, we acquired a
major source of large saplings suitable for a range of
supportive purposes within the woods. We subsequently
identified the potential to improve the current fencing
along High Fearnley Road. Upgrading the existing fencing
would support an interwoven beech sapling hedge along a
major stretch alongside the pathway leading to Judy's
Cottage. A challenging weaving skill which we shared with
our Woodside colleagues a knowledge of SI1, ki, yfwd,
k2tog, (yfwd, k1) 3x, yfwd, k2. would be a great help.
Perhaps Bletchley Park could assist.

Footpath Steps to Streamside

Several FoJW Members are regularly
engaged in the monitoring of river life
as indicative of water quality. This
regular inspection takes our explorers
into many difficult riverside access
points. However, our PTG are always
willing to meet a challenge, and they
created a safe, secure footstep
pathway down this steep bank.




Thursday 14th May Walk to the Lightcliffe Tea Rooms
The morning was bright and sunny, but rain began as our g
group of 13 reached the climb into Lightcliffe.
Fortunately, we were close to the tearooms, though we
paused to admire a kestrel hovering nearby. The fields
were full of spring colour, with yellow buttercups and
occasional bluebells and forget-me-nots. We were
warmly welcomed at the tearooms, where we met Peter,
Eileen and John, and everyone enjoyed the cream teas.
On the return walk, rain started again, so we took the
road through Priestley and Norwood Green instead of
the usual steep field path to avoid slippery conditions.
Everyone arrived safely back at Station Road in
beautiful sunshine.

Crowd Funding Project

The Friends of Judy Woods Waypoint 8
(FoTW) were seeking
crowdfunding for the QR Coded "
Heritage Trail Project, to
update and improve the existing
QR trail in Judy Woods. The
current heritage trail,
established in 2012, provides
information at selected stops
based on historical records and
archaeological research.

Your Charity Featured Here

We acknowledge and thank you
for your donations and are
pleased to confirm the final figure of £1535 was raised. Whilst this was slightly down on our
expectations it will nonetheless allow us to complete most of our planned improvements and
upgrades to QR signage and digital content to make accessing information easier and create
a more interactive experience highlighting the woods’ heritage.

Editorial Comment

There is a current Bradford Friends/Council of British Archaeology pilot project to enhance
the social and cultural impact of local community groups fostering deeper engagement with
Bradford parks and woodlands. The initial meeting at Bradford Town Hall is arranged for
Wednesday 22" July 2026. More information to follow.
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