Friends of Judy Woods
Newsletter Winter 2021
On behalf of the Friends of Judy Woods I wish to pay tribute to three members who served us so well
in the past.
Firstly thanks to Peter Todd, who is still very much with us, but has resigned from the committee,
partly because he has had to give up driving. He keeps saying that he didn’t contribute much at the
committee meetings, but we would beg to differ. Peter’s involvement with the area goes back at least
three generations, and we have used photographs taken by his grandfather in some of our
presentations and publications. Peter lived in Norwood Green when he was young, and so has informed us
of things which happened to do with the woods over a long time period. He will continue to attend the
Practical Tasks Group (PTG) whenever he can, where he is one of our chief litter-pickers. So thank you
Peter from all of us.
Sadly, the other Peter I am writing about is Peter Walker, who died in August. Peter was the long-time
chair of Wyke Local History Group, and when in 2002 local organisations were invited to attend a
meeting with a view to forming a Judy Woods friends group, he was there at the forefront. He became
our group’s first chairman and retained that role for eight years. After that, and right until his
unexpected death this year, he remained an active and much respected member of the FOJW
committee. He was always willing to play a part in whatever activity we were organising and was very
reliable. He is sorely missed by all of us. Peter probably had the greatest knowledge of the Wyke area
of anyone around today and was always our first port of call with any local history queries.
Barrie Sharpe died during last year’s lock-down, and so we could not attend his funeral, but several of
us were at the roadside outside his home when the funeral cortege departed. Barrie was one of the
inaugural workers in what later became the PTG, alongside Stuart Tordoff and John Reilly. Our good
wishes for the future go out to his widow, Anthea.
We move forward with the good memories of those who have played their part in looking after the
woodlands we love, and take inspiration from them.
Geoff Twentyman (Chairman)
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Bird of the Season - Sparrowhawk
A pile of plucked feathers is usually a sign that
a sparrowhawk has found a meal in the woods.
These small-medium raptors, resident in the
UK, have become more common in recent years
due to a reduction in the use of pesticides
which were harmful to them. They are very
agile birds and will chase their intended prey
through woodland trees but you are most likely
to see them on the edge of the woodland where
small birds are more plentiful; look out for
them in the area around the bridge. The
female is larger than the male and has a brown
back and white-ish breast as opposed to the
male's grey/blue back and orange-red breast.

Male Sparrowhawk

Himalayan Balsam

We have been reflecting on our yearly battle with the dreaded Himalayan Balsam. We feel that we have
done quite well. There are areas where there was a lot of Balsam which has now been almost completely
eradicated. We need to be vigilant because, as stated in previous newsletters, the seed can remain
dormant for a number of seasons before surprising us and springing into life again. Balsam is an annual plant
and dies back completely over winter just to re-emerge next spring. It never ceases to amaze the size
some of the plants reach, over 2 metres in some cases.
Leaves and Overhanging Branches Removed From the Pathway on Station Road.
Although we are strictly speaking not responsible for the roadway or the pavement on Station Road, we try
to keep the area clean and accessible for visitors to the woods. Mike & Ian had a concerted effort recently
to cut back the summer growth over the footpath. Subsequently in late November a clearance of the final
leaf fall was concluded by Chris, skilfully handling a petrol-powered leaf blower. This clearing and cutting
back has become part of our regular programme.
We have a continual problem with the two drainage grates opposite the access gates to our compound.
They are both in a dip and flooding occurs with heavy rain, usually Paul with a long pole sorts out the
blockage.
Path Edging.
FoJW Membership.
Some Path edging between the two bends on the The membership figure to date is 89 (including 5 new
main path needed replacement. That task was members).
attacked in early October. The old stakes and Please note the library at Wyke is no longer able to
edging boards were rotten so were easy to accept any mail on behalf of FoJW due to insurance
remove. With the help of Stuart’s powerful issues. See page 1 for the new contact address.
cordless drill and impact screwdriver the job was Contact, in any case, can always be made via the
done within the Wednesday morning PTG 3 hour website.
time slot.
Storm Damage
The stormy weather over the last couple of months has brought down a lot of branches. You will be aware
that a large proportion of our trees are elderly and will inevitably shed branches, so we are always on the
look out for ones that are over or near to the main paths. This is an ongoing task and we do our best to cut
back/down any that we believe have safety concerns.
River Fly Monitoring
River fly monitoring with the Calder River Trust has continued over the period with Melvin Wood from the
trust. We propose to invite Melvin to give a presentation at our 2022 AGM.

Bags of Ballast
Subsequent to the container move, detailed in my last newsletter, we have moved our collection
of bags of ballast to an area between the compound security fence and the rear of our container.

WOODSIDE WORKERS
Balsam bashing at our end of the woods finished in September. By this time the balsam was starting to set
seed and pulling at this stage results in more seed spread than just leaving what remains in situ. Litter picking
as ever is a constant task. On one particular Wednesday we were lucky to have with us an eager 9 year old,
called Noah, who was up for challenges. This was music to our ears as some of the slopes are particularly
steep for those of us of a certain age but to a 9 year old descent presented no problem and armed with
suitable equipment, much broken glass was removed along with the usual detritus. However Noah continued
his foray into a mass of undergrowth and emerged triumphantly with a discarded piece of road signage (photo
taken as evidence). Always surprising what you find. Items of clothing are always a source of wonder; recent
finds including trainers, hoodies, jumpers and a mention must also be made of bedding brought in for
overnight camping sessions and then discarded alongside the occasional tent. Some walkers we have
encountered have commented on the missing bench at the far end overlooking the end of the red marker trail.
This had sadly been vandalised. Our heavy gang have managed to retrieve it and it is hoped to have it
reinstated as and when time allows.
As mentioned in previous newsletters we are keen to encourage youngsters to use the woods. Members of the
PTG often introduce their younger relatives to our activities. I include pictures of Noah (mentioned in the
Woodside Workers piece) and Henry & Bradley helping with our work.

Container Refurbish
Following the container move, highlighted in my
last newsletter, the rusty areas on the roof were
sanded and treated with special anti rust primer.
All we needed was some dry weather to apply a
top coat this was accomplished by Ian, Stuart and
Alan in October with a specialist metal paint. The
front doors were painted a week or two before so
we now have a weatherproof and beautiful looking
container - if containers can ever be described as
beautiful we have one!!
Gate Into Judy’s Field
We discovered some serious damage to the gate
into Judy's Field, this was reported to the council
and was promptly repaired by their contractors
using T shape and L shape brackets. On reflection
I feel that we could have done this repair
ourselves but after reporting the matter to the
council we were pleased to see the job promptly
completed.

Main Path Edging Boards
In my last newsletter I commented on the edging of
the main path and the problems we were having
regarding the rapid deterioration of the stakes and
the edging boards. The matter had been discussed
with the council and they made some tentative plans
with regard to the refurbishment/ replacement of
any damaged edging, then it all went quiet. We were
considering starting a crowd funding project to
finance the work ourselves but some contractors
arrived and started the replacement - as I write, not
yet complete but 3/4 done.
Perimeter Path Steps
The repair / replacement of the steps on the
perimeter path had been on our radar for a while.
This has been completed in the last month, while
there we did our usual leaf removal.

Events 2022
For those of our readers who like to be involved with our events, because of COVID, it was felt that we
should not schedule any till health constraints were relaxed. We will discuss reinstating our events
programme at our next committee meeting. Plans for 2022 will be outlined on our website and detailed in the
next newsletter.
Bike Jumps
We have had problems with off road cyclists building tracks
and jumps both in Old Hannah Wood and at the north western
part of Jagger Wood. I attach a photograph of the down hill
run, a couple of jumps can be seen between the tree and the
distant figure. The council were informed, and they produced
some posters informing the cyclists that they are not
authorised to build such tracks and that they should be
removed. The notice is self explanatory.
Overhanging Branch In North Park Wood
Stuart, one of our newer recruits, is a keen woodsman and
has a lot of wood craft kit of his own. He volunteered Peter
and his 4 track truck and took ladders in order to reach the
damaged branch. Once Stuart was up there with his special
saw matters were resolved quickly. The rest of the ground
based team were waiting to chop up and remove the fallen
branches. While Peter was there with his 4×4 we took the
opportunity to bag up the remains of the ballast we had used
on the steps down to the beck and move them over to the
Station Road site - “2 birds with one stone”.

Kissing Gate Damage
Yet again we have had damage to the kissing gates, which is an ongoing problem. Local people seem to
want access to the woods, we think with Quad Bikes. We are having continual issues with the gates at
the Woodside end. These problems are reported to the council and promptly sorted - just to have the
same vandalism to occur again a few weeks later.
Grants
Pre-lockdown we received a grant from Solenis, to replace the clothing they had provided for the PTG
under their previous name, BASF. However, the numbers attending the weekly PTG meetings continue to
grow and all our clothing has been issued. Fortunately a ‘Covid recovery’ grant from Bradford Council has
enabled us to purchase additional waterproof clothing for our new recruits just in time before winter sets
in. Also pre-lockdown we received a grant from Get out More, an organisation that provides children’s
outdoor educational services and which uses Judy Woods from time to time. We used this grant to buy
some ID plaques for some of our trees but due to Covid restrictions we have only recently been able to
put them in place. The plaques have been well received and so we are extending the scheme using a
further grant received from Get Out More recently.
Turning Circle Seating.
The vandalised seating at the turning circle, mentioned in the Woodside Workers piece, was retrieved by
the Heavy Gang but has again been removed by “person or persons unknown”. The council has supplied
replacements which will be fitted over the next few weeks – weather permitting.
Stop Press – All main path edging boards have now been replaced, there is still some ballast to be
installed in places to level up the path, but other than that, done.
Seasonal Greetings - On behalf of the committee may I take this opportunity of wishing, all members and
friends of Judy Woods our seasonal good wishes and trust that we will all have a pleasant winter break and
a healthy Covid free New Year. See you in the woods.

