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We quite often get asked the question “When did ‘The Friends of Judy 
Woods’ group come in to being? Well it was in 2002. The Royds Community Association, which is 
now based at Horton Bank Top, had offices in Daisy Bank on Huddersfield Road. At the beginning 
of that year a number of us who were already involved in local activities were invited to a 
meeting at Royds with a view to founding a “Friends of Judy Woods” group. The coordinator of 
the meeting was a chap called Dave Stubbs, a community worker employed by Royds. 
It was very much an open agenda at that first meeting but several of us agreed to be on a 
committee, and at 6.00pm on Wednesday 23rd April we met at Horse Close Bridge. As well as 
Dave Stubbs, Mary and myself, the other attenders included Peter Walker. Don and Sheila 
Royle, Trish Busfield and Max and Marie Williams. We had a “business” meeting at the side of 
the stream, then we immediately set about our first joint practical task – discovering and 
putting out a spreading fire on a banking side which some mischievous person had started. 
Peter Walker was elected Chairman, a role which he held conscientiously for several years. 
Things started to happen. In May 2002 Joan Dobson led the first of her many enjoyable wild 
flower walks. After a relatively short time Dave Stubbs moved on, and he was replaced by Sal 
Bullimore who became the prime shaker and mover of the group. Together we organised walks 
and several family fun days where we had lots of activities. On a more academic note, with Sal’s 
expert guidance, we secured a Lottery Heritage Grant, which paid for a Stage 1 archaeological 
survey of the woods by staff from Bradford University. 
We were somewhat downhearted, when in 2008 we learnt that Sal’s funding was to end, and our 
direct link with Royds would be severed. However, we all knuckled down and took on more 
responsibilities, the committee went through several member changes and we gradually 
developed into the hard-working team of friends which meets together today. In parallel with 
the committee we have the Practical Tasks Group, which developed from two members meeting 
together occasionally to do odd bits of work, to the weekly gathering of a dozen or more 
volunteers who tackle a wide variety of jobs. 
In this newsletter you can read all about what we have got up to sixteen years on from our 
inception. 
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Summertime in Judy Woods 
Our Summertime Walk saw 14 people join Stuart and Sally for a look at the woods in 
their seasonal glory. A number of participants remarked how dry the woods had been 
over the past few weeks but the previous evening's rainfall had increased the water 
flow in the beck slightly. As we walked we noted that the leaves on some of the beech 
trees had been attacked by insects causing small holes, but this did not seem to have 
affected the amount of mast the trees were carrying. We followed the red marker 
route to view work being done by members of the PTG, who, over the last few months, 
had been creating steps leading from the beck into Jagger Park Wood. The intention 
was to walk through the wood. Unfortunately a thunderstorm struck at this point, so 
the party decided to head back to the main woods and congregated at Judy's Garden. 
By this time the sun had started to shine and we were able to view the work that Linda 
had done on the wild-flower garden. We were joined by our botanist, Alice Gingell, who 
counted upwards of 30 different species. Well done Linda! By this time having dried 
out our walk continued along the perimeter path back to Station Road. 

Woodside Scouts 
During the summer we are always aware of the 
Himalayan Balsam problem. This invasive species is 
present in some areas of the woods and we want to 
eradicate it, if possible, hence the annual Balsam 
Bash reported in my last newsletter. On 12th July 
Woodside Scouts volunteered to attack some 
balsam at the Woodside end of the woods. The 
technique with balsam is to pull it up, put it in a pile 
and then trample it down, in that way it rots down 
quickly and doesn’t regrow or set seed. 

The photo above shows the building of a stone 
revetment to stabilise the Mineral Line path 

Ongoing Projects. 
We discovered that the path over 
the mineral line was being eroded 
by a tributary of the beck. The 
path is mainly shale, erosion was 
taking place rapidly due to the 
surge during times of high rainfall. 
We have deepened the channel on 
the side farthest from the path 
and started to build up a 
protective wall adjacent to the 
path. Further upstream we have 
built 2 Leaky Dams so any rush of 
water will be mitigated and 
hopefully prevent any more 
erosion. This project is still 
ongoing. 



Jagger Park Steps 
The building of steps in Jagger Park adjacent to 
the stepping stones is now completed. Some 
access steps on the opposite bank of the beck & 
replacement of the tyres/stepping stones is still 
to be finalised. This, once completed, will 
markedly improve access to this area of the 
woods. 

Sighting of Deer in Judy Woods 
Since joining FoJW some years ago I was frequently told 
of rare sightings of deer in the woods. There was plenty 
of evidence of their existence due to the tree bark 
damage  visible  in many places. I was thrilled to have 
sight of deer a couple of times during the  summer. 
When in the wood keep your eyes open and you also may 
be lucky. 

Tea Room Walk - 29 August 2018 
Unlike last year, we were blessed with a fine day for our walk up to Lightcliffe Tea 
Rooms. A group of 14 strode off across the fields to our destination where we were 
warmly welcomed, the majority of us sampling the treats on offer. A return journey was 
undertaken via Priestley and Norwood Green rounding off a pleasant afternoon's ramble, 
made all the more interesting when we came across a local bee-keeper who had been 
tending his hives. 

PTG – Work Done 
July Totals Volunteers 61, Hours 193, Bags collected 34 
Plus:- a small traffic cone, a short length of trunking lid and a small plastic cover/guard 
August Totals Volunteers 71, Hours 213, Bags collected 44 
Plus : - 3 tents, a bicycle tyre and a single kitchen unit (broken up). 
September Totals Volunteers 45, Hours 135, Bags collected 22 
Plus : - a length of barbed wire, a whole car wheel, a length of carpet, a large piece of 
underlay, a child’s large motorised toy, and the base of a large traffic cone. 
October Totals Volunteers 73, Hours 219, Bags collected 32 
Plus:- a piece of car bumper, a wheel rim, a tyre, a large traffic cone and the base 

PTG average attendance 11 per week. 

Bat Walk - 14 August 2018 
A calm, still evening was wished for and luckily for us, that is what we got, for our annual 
bat event. A record turnout of 26 people joined us at the Harold Club to hear Ian 
Butterfield give a short talk and slide presentation which proved extremely informative. 
Hot soup was enjoyed by many before we crossed the main road and headed up towards 
Park Dam. Bat detectors had been distributed amongst our group and these soon picked 
up evidence of bat activity. Plenty Daubenton's bats were seen flying over the dam and 
in all, throughout the course of our walk, we identified 3 other species - Pipistrelle, 



Soprano Pipistrelle and Noctule bats. Sightings were again noted as we left the Park  
Dam path beneath the trees and across the adjacent field. An excellent evening enjoyed 
by all. 

Fungi Foray - 13 October 2018 
Over 20 people attended our annual foray, ably led once again by Varsha Patel. Our hopes were 
not high for a productive afternoon following what had been a long, hot summer but a turn in 
the weather to warm and wet conditions dispelled our fears and we had one of the best forays 
in years. Over 30 species were identified over the course of the afternoon. The Fly Agaric 
were particularly plentiful this year and in excellent condition. Dead Man's Fingers were an 
early find, along with Sulphur Tufts, Penny Buns, Puffballs, Jelly Ear and some good examples of 
Porcelain fungus. Death Caps were also in evidence.  Varsha was particularly pleased to find  
Hen of the Woods. Chicken of the Woods had been photographed earlier in the season by Brian 
from the PTG. Our thanks to those who attended for the excellent finds they made and to 
Varsha for her patience in explaining the different species to us. 

Autumn Sweepings 
The main autumnal job is attempting to remove 
leaves from the main paths. At present, the 
leaves are dry, so consequently blow about in the 
wind and some return to their original position. If 
they are wet then they coagulate into practically 
a solid mass and are difficult to move at all. Both 
situations cause removal problems. Here we are 
using a leaf-blower and rakes to clear the main 
path 

Latest News. 
We were invited to attend the Voluntary & Community Sector Alliance (VCS) funding 
meeting. A sum of between £250 & £1,000 is available to local volunteer groups with a 
community based health & well-being focus. We attended the meeting and our 
organisation seems to fall within the criteria of the programme, so watch this space for 
the result of a the application. Additional assets such as this will help fund all of our 
projects and will enable new and existing members of the PTG to be properly supplied 
with safety equipment & protective clothing. The provision of additional signage to make 
the woods more accessible to the local community is planned, this additional cash injection 
could also be directed to the replacement of damaged or worn out tools. 

Thank You Sally 
There is a lot of activity during the summer months regarding events/walks, so a big 
thank you to Sally Tetlow showing again her journalistic skills and providing reports for 
the newsletter, as well as being leader or co-leader of some walks. 

Future Events in 2018 
Saturday 1st December 1.30pm Wintertime in Judy Woods – Sally & Stuart (Meet at Station 
Road) 
Saturday 29th December 1.00pm Seasons Greetings (Meet at the Harold Club) 
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