
Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter     
When I make my daily visit to our local shop, I look at Bradford’s local 
newspaper billboard outside, to see what the lead story is for that 
day.  Most days the highlighted item is connected with local crime or 
anti-social behaviour, it can get a bit depressing.  But then inside the 
paper there are plenty of reports of people doing good things for  
each other. The Friends of Judy Woods, particularly the Practical 
Tasks Group members have similar experiences.  We plan to do certain 
improvement works, but then are side-tracked into having to carry out 
unexpected repairs or move large amounts of dumped rubbish which  
is the result of anti-social people who don’t give a toss about our      
beautiful woodland.  But we persevere and tackle whatever comes our 
way, because we know that there are plenty of other people who do 
appreciate their local environment.  So we can report plenty of good 
news stories in this newsletter.  There are opportunities to share in    
a diverse range of activities and have fun doing it.  So thank you to 
everyone who supports us in whatever way you do.  You are our “good 
news” and your appreciation plays a major part in keeping our spirits  
up when things get a bit challenging.      Geoff Twentyman Chairman  
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Quiz - Where is this 
stone?  Thanks to 
Catherine for the 
photo.  Answer - on 
the back page 

mailto:info@judywoods.org.uk
http://www.judywoods.org.uk/


Fun in the woods - Motor vehicles are not allowed in the woods  
(except those needing access for maintenance work), but these    

 are no problem if small and used in the right  
 place.  Little trucks   
 (7” long) - I spotted 2 
 young people racing 
 them on a short steep 
 slope, which had  
 no vegetation.  This is  
 close to the main  
 path by the mineral 

line, which is an embankment made of slag 
from the time of mining in the woods.  It 
was a big slope for the little trucks. 
 

Contamination - We were told about some in the beck by Lionel  
in January.  This was reported to the Environment Agency.  The 
source was a new building site in Cooper Lane.  The contamination 
was clay that had been washed out of the footings, it wasn’t toxic 
and was only a temporary problem.   
 

Work being done by unknown volunteers / people enjoying doing 
things in the woods to help.   Stepping Stones - the previous  

 ones were cemented down but they were washed  
 away during the major storms in the Spring.  We  
 thank the unknown people who have created new  
 stepping stones, they have been very innovative  
 and used old tyres and filled them with stones.  
 Mini bridges - at the moment  
 there are very many areas and  
 boggy becks that  have previously 

been dry.  People have taken  
 advantage of some of the many 
 fallen logs by just putting  
 them across the problem  
 areas.  This use of logs is    
 better than dens (however 

much fun they are) as other people have been tempted to light 
fires in them!       A big thank you to everyone that helps. 



How tall things have got this year! - 
Not only the Himalayan Balsam but the 
nettles, which has made clearing the  
Balsam a risky task.  (Left photo Balsam 
and right nettles) 
 

The disappointing side of some  
visitors to the woods - These QR 
codes would be of interest, especially  
to people with ‘smart phones’.  Anyone can download a free ‘QR 
Reader App’ and it will read these ‘crossword’ like images.  When 

the App reads it, the user can open the link to the relevant 
page on the internet.  All of the first QR codes were put 
into the woods as a result of the research done by young 
people with help of the James Project. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Volunteers  Lucy Horner helped us 
last year and she is pictured with the Gold Certificate.  
This year we have been lucky to have help from Krystal 
and Jasmine doing their ‘Service’ towards their Golds. 
 

A Stroll to Judy’s Garden - was part of the Calder-
dale  Heritage Walks programme.  Many of ‘The Friends’ joined 
Mary in August to learn more about life when Judy North lived in 
the woods.  We approached the woods from the War Memorial in   
Norwood Green, using the path down past Greenroyd.  We had to 
cross the field, which was unexpectedly full of cows, calves, a bull 
and three shire horses!  After everyone got through the "squeeze" 
stile, we were able to relax and enjoy our stroll.  Mary explained 
that in Judy's time and till the early years of last century the 
woods were private property.  To visit Judy's Garden's visitors 
would have had to use the lanes or paths 
across the fields to gain access.  We heard 
about Judy being fined 5/- for ‘Sabbath 
Breaking’, when she sold a penny's worth of 
nuts to a young boy.  This seems very harsh  
as most people at the time would be working  
6 days a week and could only come to the gardens on Sunday.  The 
customers pictured were probably enjoying lemonade and parkin. 



Future events in 2016 - Please wear appropriate footwear, suggested 
donation is £1 and 50p for children 
Fungi walk 22nd October 2.00pm  This very popular walk 
will definitely have lots to see, I’ve seen many bracket 
fungi already.  Varsha Patel and Stuart Tordoff be  
leading us and helping identify what we see.  If you want 
to know the names of what you have seen in Judy Woods already this 
year do bring photos and they will try to identify them.  Please meet at 
the Station Road Entrance, off Huddersfield Road Wyke BD12 8LA.   

Seasons Greetings   After a short walk in the woods, which is 

very likely to be muddy or icy, so we suggest wearing stout appropriate 
footwear.  After the walk a lot of us go to the 
Pear Tree Inn, to enjoy the dancing by Thieving 
Magpie and a play by  Bradshaw Mummers.  Last 
year it was about the Luddites - so what will 
this year’s be about?  Inside the pub there will 
be carols sung, a real fire, drinks at the bar, 
soup and mulled wine to be enjoyed.  You can 
park for the walk in the road or in the pub car park ready to start at 
1.00 pm 27th December, Station Road, Wyke BD12 8LA. 
Past Events  The Calderdale Heritage Walk In August - A Stroll 
to Judy’s Garden, see the article inside. 
Our September Bat Walk - As usual it attracted families and new  
people.  18 people arrived at Woodside but unfortunately Ian Butter-
field was unable to attend but Mary did a wonderful job stepping in and 
arranging a slide show and quiz!  Mary explained the bats often live un-

der the eaves even of modern houses.  Despite the 
quiz being about what we had seen, no team got all  
the answers right, Sally, Rose, 
Denise and Paddy got most  
correct answers.  We had been 

lent the Bat detectors (they amplified the sound 
of the tiny Pippistrelles), but as usual the 7  
youngsters heard more than us older ones! 

Answer - to find the stone, go out of the woods by the Judy Woods 
notice boards near Woodside, and turn right.  It’s just in front of 
North Brow Wood, (the rows of trees ahead).  There is a second post 
lying flat, so they appear to be very unusually designed gate posts. 


